Jennifer S. Fajman Thomas Building
17922 Pond Road DPA 082
Ashton, Maryland 20861 November 13, 2008

Preserve the Rural Entrance to Sandy Spring

| have lived inAshtonfor 20years and residabout 3miles from the ppposedThomas Building |
am a member of the Sandy Sprishton Rural Preservation Consortium 3$teg Committee, but
these comments amy own madeas a citizerof theSandy SpringAshton communyt

| wrote tothe Planning Board on NovembEwith four
concerns about the Thomas Building:

1 Building sizeis too large for the size of the lot

1 Designmust fit into therural and historic area

1 Inviting entrance into Sandy Spring must be
preserved

1 Increased traffic in the area must be managed

These points werdeveloped prior to the availability of the
Staff Report. After reading the Staff Report, | have more to
say. | amappalledthat the trees between the building and
Norwood Road are going telvemoved to make space for
the storm water management system.

Entryway to Sandy Spring

The Sandy SpringAshtonMaster Plan (page $8ays Preserve
trees as part of the rural charater. Where trees or hedgerows
occur along roads or at property boundaries, a high priority shoul##
given to maintain the wooded character and preserwisjrey

t r e Also, page 32 of the Mger Plan, talking about
recommendation®r maintainng a small scalesays i Cr e a't
parking areas thatarewllands caped, preser

According to a memo from Emonmental Planning, preliminary
forest conservation plan has been submitted as p#ré of
Development Plan Amendmestatingthatfi ét he app!l i
propsi ng to remove all the fore
the planting requirements through an-site forest mitigation bdn.

Off-site planting does nothing to meet the Master Plan requireme
for preserving trees.

Trees haveleeady been cut down attheenrgay t o As ht on.
nat repeat that mistake lgestroying the trees at an gmray to

Sandy Spring.However, f the forest conservation plan is

approved| stronglyencourage the Planning Boardd®sgnate the

off-site planting sit@sthe northeast corner of thatersection of

Ednor Road and New Hampshire Avenue, where treescieae

cut in obvious conflicwith requirement®f the Master Plan(pages

43 thru 45)

(over)



