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Preserve Ashton!Preserve Ashton!

PreserveAshton.NetPreserveAshton.NetSupports                                           Supports                                           
Small Scale Commercial Development that             Small Scale Commercial Development that             

Preserves the Unique Rural & Historic Character            Preserves the Unique Rural & Historic Character            
of Ashton & Sandy Springof Ashton & Sandy Spring

The Agenda The Agenda 

WelcomeWelcome
–– Meeting FormatMeeting Format
–– IntroductionsIntroductions
–– What You Can DoWhat You Can Do

Status of Planning Board Review of AMPStatus of Planning Board Review of AMP
New AMP Plan of May 29, 2007New AMP Plan of May 29, 2007
SSARPC Alternative PlanSSARPC Alternative Plan
Questions & AnswersQuestions & Answers
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Things You Can DoThings You Can Do

1. Write Letter to the Planning Board before June 28  hearing

2. Share information w/ your neighbors

3. Attend Planning Board Hearing – Let Your Voice be Heard!

4. Make a Donation

Visit  PreserveAshton.netPreserveAshton.net

Status of Planning Board Review of Status of Planning Board Review of 
AMPAMP

April 12:

Planning Board heard testimony on 
the previous plan (the 
“compromise plan”).  

Staff was asked to schedule the 
continuation of the hearing for a 
vote only after clarifying aspects 
of the plan:

1.  Define Rural Village Character

2.  Elaborate on wetlands 
encroachment
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Status of Planning Board Review of Status of Planning Board Review of 
AMPAMP

May 29:

AMP submitted a revised plan without 
SSARPC input. The new plan:

1.  Avoids wetlands encroachment

2. Reintroduces a blank rear wall along 
MD 108

3. Eliminates pedestrian friendly 
features such as the village green.

4. Eliminates many of the features that 
made the previous plan compliant 
with the Master Plan.

5. Requires new public hearing, now 
scheduled for June 28, 2007.

FlawsFlaws of the New AMP Planof the New AMP Plan
Does not Comply with Master PlanDoes not Comply with Master Plan

The Master Plan recommends  specific guidelines to:
“help ensure that new development maintain the small scale envisioned for the village 
centers.”

The new plan does not complywith the 
following guidelines: 

Buildings facing the main road with “active Buildings facing the main road with “active 
fronts”  such as porches and street entrancesfronts”  such as porches and street entrances

Create pedestrian “traffic” Create pedestrian “traffic” 

Encourage stores that are at a compatible Encourage stores that are at a compatible 
scalescale

Create small parking areasCreate small parking areas

Place most offPlace most off--street parking out of view street parking out of view 
of common space and active fronts rather of common space and active fronts rather 
than between buildings and the streetthan between buildings and the street
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Flaws of thFlaws of the New AMP Plan:e New AMP Plan:
Only Two Active Fronts 

The Wall is backThe Wall is back

-167 ft length of rear wall of the grocery 
store facing MD 108, with fake windows

-Only two small fronts along MD 108 

Old (Compromise) Plan New AMP Plan

Active  fronts along most of MD 108

Flaws of the New AMP PlanFlaws of the New AMP Plan
Does Not Does Not 

Create Pedestrian Create Pedestrian ““ TrafficTraffic””

- Walkways into the site are indirect and  
uninviting.
- Eliminates Village Green walkways, 
storefronts and cafes.

Old (compromise) Plan New AMP Plan

- Walkways into the site direct and 
inviting.
- Prominent Village Green with 
walkways, storefronts and cafes.
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Flaws of the New AMP PlanFlaws of the New AMP Plan
Does Not Have Does Not Have 

stores that are at a compatible scale stores that are at a compatible scale 
Buildings and Parking Lots out of scale with surrounding 

patterns of buildings and open space.

Both Old and New AMP PlansBoth Old and New AMP Plans
have too much on the site:have too much on the site:

Old Plan encroached on Wetlands.Old Plan encroached on Wetlands.

New Plan cannot fit the required parking.New Plan cannot fit the required parking.
((asks for a waiver of 26 parking spaces) asks for a waiver of 26 parking spaces) 
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Over 1/3 of Over 1/3 of AMP’sAMP’s Parking Parking 
Not AllowedNot Allowed

Planning Staff and Planning Staff and 
SSARPC attorney say SSARPC attorney say 
120 of 300 parking 120 of 300 parking 
spaces located on Rspaces located on R--60 60 
zone are zone are not allowed.not allowed.

Site plan

There’s a Better ChoiceThere’s a Better Choice
SSARPCSSARPC’’ ss alternative plans comply with  alternative plans comply with  

Master Plan and ZoningMaster Plan and Zoning

An inviting village green with An inviting village green with 
pathways leading to all destinations pathways leading to all destinations 
of the center of the center 
Rural village scale Rural village scale 
No blank rear wall along MD 108 No blank rear wall along MD 108 
Active storefronts on the streets, and Active storefronts on the streets, and 
parking behind buildings parking behind buildings 
AAnchor store smaller and less nchor store smaller and less 
visiblevisible
Avoids wetlands encroachmentAvoids wetlands encroachment
Avoids parking on RAvoids parking on R--6060
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There’s a Better ChoiceThere’s a Better Choice

There’s a Better ChoiceThere’s a Better Choice

SSARPC / SSARPC / PreserveAshton.NetPreserveAshton.Net
Supports Small Scale Commercial Development that Preserves the USupports Small Scale Commercial Development that Preserves the Unique Rural & nique Rural & 

Historic Character of Ashton & Sandy SpringHistoric Character of Ashton & Sandy Spring
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Things You Can DoThings You Can Do

1. Write Letter to the Planning Board before June 28  hearing

2. Share information w/ your neighbors

3. Attend Planning Board Hearing – Let Your Voice be Heard!

4. Make a Donation

Visit  PreserveAshton.netPreserveAshton.net

Questions?Questions?


